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Sunday

Though the
mountains shake...
THE United Church of the Solomon Islands

During a stand-out year for fires, floods and droughts, Joy Jino wasn’t
the only one asking where God can be found in the midst of disaster.
Joy Jino works with
the Solomon Islands
Christian Association
as a Project Officer for
disaster resilience, but like
most Pacific Islanders, she hasn’t always
easily understood where God fits into a
world changed forever by record levels of
warming, cooling, deforestation
and pollution.

“There have always been disasters across
our Pacific – cyclones and floods that
kill many people,” says Joy. “We are a
strongly Christian nation, but we haven’t
always understood where God is at work
and what it means to care for creation.”
Joy and her fellow church leaders are
determined to help their people look to
God as a refuge when the mountains

shake and the waters foam.
“...the Bible is the authority in the
God, they teach, is present in
Pacific, and the Church has influence.”
practical ways through the
care of disaster chaplains
Throughout the Solomon Islands,
and in recovery efforts, but also in the
the United Church is actively involved
planning and preparation that can help
in sharing the love of God through
save lives.
congregational ministry and health care.

“In the past, organisations came to talk
about how to prepare for disaster and
what climate change means, but our
people didn’t really believe them or think
that outsiders had much authority,”
Joy says.
“But now that the Church is leading
the way, people really listen and
understand much better how to survive
and respond. That is because the Bible
is the authority in the Pacific, and the
Church has influence.”

They have oversight of schools, provide
vocational skills training for youth and are
concerned about excessive logging and
environmental destruction. In preparing
people for ministry, they work closely
in partnership with the Church here in
Australia and around the world.

“We appreciate so much the way that
you in Australia stand by us,” Joy says.
“You make us feel that we are not alone
in our mission.”
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the United Church of the Solomon Islands
191 CONGREGATIONS / 50,000 MEMBERS

Health &
Education

Equipping

The United Church has oversight over more
than a hundred schools from kindergarten to
secondary. They care for health through two
hospitals and train nurses, especially to work
in remote places often accessible only by canoe.
They work tirelessly for women’s
equality and against gender-based
violence, equipping their leaders to
understand the biblical call to equality.

UNITINGWORLD

Preparing
The United Church also prepare their
communities for disaster and respond to the
changing climate, teaching and preaching from
the Bible to encourage hope and action in the
face of despair. UnitingWorld has the privilege
of supporting the disaster preparation and gender
equality programs as well as strengthening child
protection and safeguarding of vulnerable people.

Pray for their Challenges
1. Leadership
Pray for Moderator Rev Armstrong Pitakaji, Rev David Garunu
(gender equality theology), Rev Dr Cliff Bird (disaster and climate
resilience), Joy Jino, Rev Siera Bird and Rev Lima Tura, courageous
women supporting the programs in disaster resilience, women’s
equality and child protection.

2. WellbeinG
The Solomon Islands ranks #151 on the United Nations Index of Human
Development (for comparison, Norway ranks #1 and Australia ranks #8).
Heath care and education are severely under-resourced in the Solomon
Islands. Natural disasters are made worse by poverty, isolation and
a lack of preparedness. Pray that people will not despair but work
together in hope and faith.

3. Solidarity
Pray that the people in Australia and
other wealthy nations will support the
Pacific with action on climate change
and by providing much-needed funding.
Photo: Like the United Church of the
Solomon Islands, partner churches in
places like Tuvalu (pictured) are nurturing
congregations and taking the lead on
urgent issues like the changing climate.

Action for
the day
We can all do simple things to stand with
our Pacific friends against the impacts of
a changing climate:
• Cut back on driving and using disposable
plastics. Change to LED/fluro light bulbs.
• Swap to a green energy provider, consider
installing solar power.
• Support government policies that promote
renewable energy and a low-carbon economy.

Give a gift to support the work of our partner churches at www.sevendaysofsolidarity.com.au
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Monday

Let the children
come to me
THE Protestant Church of Timor-Leste

As a young man, Rev Albino looked down the barrel of a gun and knew that no
matter what, he would continue to serve his people in Christ’s name.
Serving in a remote
community during
Timor-Leste’s struggle
for independence, Rev
Albino da Costa stood
beside people who grew up without an
education, healthcare or enough to eat.
Hundreds of thousands of civilians
like Rev Albino, a young minister at the
time, died during similar interrogations
and encounters at the hands of
occupation forces. Determined to live
out his call to ministry, Rev Albino has
gone on to become the Director of the
Protestant Church of Timor-Leste’s Social
Services Foundation, Fusona.

“Matthew 5:16 tells us to let our light
shine before others, so that people will
see our work and give praise to God,”
Albino says.
“I strongly believe our church’s mission is
not just about preaching and teaching

God’s word, but living it out to help our
whole nation develop.”
For Rev Albino and the Protestant Church
of Timor-Leste, that commitment means
a particular investment in children. This
generation of adults had their childhood
stolen, suffered deprivation and missed
out on education. Now, they work hard
for children’s education and health care,
nurturing them through the church

“I strongly believe our Church’s mission is not just about
preaching and teaching God’s word, but living it out to help
our whole nation develop.”
and teaching the community about the
importance of child protection in a context
where family violence is too common.
The church also trains leaders for
communities in remote and regional areas,
and is working hard to implement policies
that care for and empower women and
people with disabilities.

“Australia has always been a friend to
our country, and your Uniting Church has
really stood by us in the struggle, in prayer
and in practical ways,” Albino says. “And
my message to you all in Australia is this:
God is not asleep – always he is alive,
always awake, always with us. Thank you
for all we do together.”
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the Protestant Church of Timor-Leste
66 CONGREGATIONS / 17,000 MEMBERS

Equipping

Health & Education
The church holds governance for more than 10 schools and
dental programs. Their health clinics provide education on
sanitation and hygiene; nutritional supplements for children
and assist families to build toilets.

They are funded by global partners to plant trees and
have trained all their Sunday school teachers and school
staff in child protection.

UNITINGWORLD

Pray for
their Challenges

Photo: In Timor-Leste, our partner church
places a special emphasis on nurturing and
protecting children.

1. Leaders and teachers
Pray for Moderator Rev Dominggus Alves, Director
of Fusona Rev Albino da Costa and Treasurer and
Project Coordinator Rev Nelyana (Nely) Santo Nope.
Many leaders live with the ongoing trauma of their
conflict experiences but continue to speak against
family violence, advocate for victims and support
rural health.

2. Children
Pray for the children of Timor-Leste. Right now, half of
all boys and girls are stunted because they do not get
enough to eat. Pray for improved food security, health
and education in the nation.

3. Hope
Pray for the next generation of leaders and our church
partners raising them up. The hope of a nation rests on
their courage and resilience.

Action for
the day
• Pick one child that you know
– yours, your extended family,
neighbours or friends – and
do something to encourage
them, to help them feel safe
and cared for. (Make sure that
you have the consent of their
parents/guardians and act
responsibly).
• Ask your church leadership
about things you have in place
to keep children safe.

Give a gift to support the work of our partner churches at www.sevendaysofsolidarity.com.au
SEVEN DAYS OF SOLIDARITY / 5

Day

3

TUEsday

Good news
for the poor...
The Church of North India

Om Prakash (OP) knows what it’s like to grow up by the
light of a stubborn candle of hope.
He was raised by his
grandparents in a remote
regional village, and
against all the odds he
managed to finish school
and then go to university, where he has
completed degrees in accountancy and
holds a Master of Rural Development.
He has always been inspired by the words
of Jesus in Luke 4:18: The Spirit of the
Lord is on me, because he has anointed
me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for
the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to set the oppressed free.

“Our country is very divided and many
people are exploited,” OP says. “We are
a free and democratic country, but not for
everyone. Education is the key, because
if you can change people’s mindset, you
can change their lives.”
As the Project Coordinator for India’s
Diocese of Amritsar Social Empowerment

“The people know that the Church loves and cares for them,
and that we won’t walk away during a crisis like COVID-19.”
and Education Project, OP oversees
ministry among local Dalit communities
(the “untouchable” caste). The church is
the reliable, vibrant centre for work that
helps children stay in school, skills up
families to be able to earn an income
and supports them to advocate for
their rights.

“We have just seen such incredible
changes in our communities,” OP says.
“The people know that the church loves
and cares for them, and that we won’t
walk away during a crisis like COVID-19.”
The Diocese of Amritsar is part of the
Church of North India. They train new
ministers for remote congregations
providing pastoral care and spiritual
guidance, as well as creating desperately
needed opportunities for people to live

with dignity through education, clean
water and sanitation, small business start
ups and advocacy for social services.
The church is driven not only by the
powerful impetus of the gospel, but by
their partnerships with people around the
world, including with the Uniting Church
in Australia.

“If we want to be obedient to Jesus, we
must bring the good news to those who
need it the most,” OP says. “For me, you
Uniting Church people in Australia are
like the Good Samaritan in Jesus’ story.
Most of you don’t know us – have never
met us – but you pray and give all the
same. You are the real neighbours that
Jesus talked about.”
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the Church of North India
MORE THAN 3000 PASTORATES / 2,200,000 MEMBERS

Demonstrating the
power of god's
kingdom

The church covers more than two thirds of the country, and although a tiny
minority of the religious population, they work hard to equip pastors for the
growing church in remote places, who make the gospel story real in the lives
of millions of people. Their motto is, “Unity, Witness, Service” and they strive to
demonstrate the power of God’s Kingdom by working against barriers of class,
caste, gender and economic inequality.

UNITINGWORLD

Pray for
their Challenges
1. Wellbeing and equality
India ranks #131 on the United Nations Index of Human
Development. In a population of 1.353 billion, 70% of the
country’s wealth is concentrated in the hands of 10% of its
people. Pray that Dalit communities will continue their brave
climb out of poverty, buoyed by the love and care of the Church.

2. Leadership
Pray for Om Prakash, Moderator Bishop Pradeep Samantaroy
and his wife Lily. They are constantly taking risks in the face of
political opposition to their work, including being arrested.

3. Determination and resilience
As Hindu nationalism grows in India, there is
more and more opposition to the work of
the Church. Pray for grace and wisdom in
the Church of North India as they seek
to show love and grace in action.

Action for
the day
Visit the Diocese of Amritsar’s
Facebook page www.facebook.
com/amritsar.diocese and learn
about their work. Follow them
and show your support by
leaving encouraging comments
and sharing their posts!
Photo: The Church of North India is seeing
great progress in the Dalit (untouchable)
communities in which they work.

Give a gift to support the work of our partner churches at www.sevendaysofsolidarity.com.au
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Wednesday

When did we see you
hungry and thirsty??
THE Methodist Church IN Zimbabwe

Junior Vutoyi is one determined woman. As the National Director of the
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe’s Development Agency, she believes that
Jesus is present in the men, women and children among whom she and her
team work to bring hope and healing.
“When did we see you
hungry, Lord, or thirsty?
the disciples asked,”
Junior says, quoting
Matthew 25. “And Jesus
will answer: Whatever you did for the
least of these, you did for me.”
The Methodist Church in Zimbabwe
is committed to seeing Christ in every
person – the hungry farmer whose crops
refuse to grow in the parched earth;
the young man staring into a future
where 97% of people are unemployed.
They’re creating vibrant worshipping
communities, providing training and
meaningful opportunities for young
people, responding to the lack of rain with
drought resistant seeds.

“Whatever you did for the least
of these, you did for me.”
They extend their hearts endlessly and get
their hands dirty.

“The work is so important because our
people have such a limited ability to
resist these kind of shocks – when they
are already struggling just to survive,
something like COVID-19 or a cyclone
is really just devastating,” Junior says.
“Many people here genuinely don’t know
where their next meal is coming from.”
Junior grew up in rural areas where
gender-based violence, food security and
lack of education were all major issues.
As a woman in a leadership role, she’s felt

Celebrate with

God’s hand on her shoulder throughout
her life. She studied environmental science
at university but was keen to move into
humanitarian work, completing a Masters
in Development Studies before hearing the
call to work with the Methodist Church.
She wants to extend those same
opportunities to others, and feels keenly
the support of the global network of
churches to which the Methodist
Church belongs.

“Working with you as part of the Uniting
Church in Australia makes us feel like we are
one family, united for this mission,” Junior
says.“You are always our first partners to
call to see if we’re okay after a cyclone or
other challenge, and we appreciate your
love and support so very much.”

The Methodist Church IN Zimbabwe
1,541 CONGREGATIONS / 112,500 MEMBERS

Equipping

Health & Education
The Methodist Church in Zimbabwe has
a priority for ministry with young people,
and oversees 11 primary and 9 secondary
schools. The church is celebrating growth
in the community and is training more
ministers, especially women, to offer
leadership and vision in a country with a
dysfunctional government.

The Methodist Development & Relief Agency (MeDRA) works tirelessly to
address poverty in the country, and respond to the droughts and floods that
are ever increasing with climate change.
UnitingWorld supports projects for income generation, sanitation and hygiene
and disaster risk management, as well as training leaders in disability inclusion,
safeguarding and preventing human trafficking.

UNITINGWORLD

Pray for their Challenges
1. Young people

3. Leadership

64% of Zimbabweans are under
the age of 25. They have reasonable
education, but little opportunity for
employment, and are at huge risk
of exploitation and human trafficking.
Pray for the youth coordinators
who lead the church’s ministry for
young people.

Pray for Presiding Bishop Rev George
Mawire, General Secretary Rev Dr
Martin Mujinga and Missions Director
Rev Blessmore Chinhara and MeDRA
National Director Junior Vutoyi.

2. Wellbeing
Zimbabwe ranks #150 on the United
Nations Index of Human Development.
67% of people live in rural areas
where economic mismanagement
and corruption have led to inflation
and high unemployment. Pray for
the villagers in MeDRA’s income
generation projects, that they learn
skills and become self sustaining.

Action for
the day
Look in your fridge, pantry and
bin. How much out-of-date or
ageing food does your household
throw out?
Talk to your family/house-mates
and agree on a way to plan
meals and shopping so food
isn’t wasted.

Photo: Families are taught by church partners to
breed goats and grow drought resistant seeds.

Think about your food miles; can
you plan your meals using mostly
in-season local produce?

Give a gift to support the work of our partner churches at www.sevendaysofsolidarity.com.au
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Thursday

Abundant life
for us all
The Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu

Pastor Dorothy Jimmy remembers being astonished by the idea that God’s
vision for humanity included equality between women and men.
“I attended my first
workshop in December
2018 with Rev James
Bhagwan from Fiji, who
opened the Bible to show
how gender equality is part
of God’s plan for us,” Dorothy remembers.
“It was incredibly eye opening. I had
never seen it before, and it had certainly
never been taught in theological college.”
Pastor Dorothy is the Gender Equality
Theology Minister with the Presbyterian
Church of Vanuatu in a part of the world
where women have never experienced
what it means to live to their full
potential. Men are the traditional
gatekeepers of power and authority, and
women have often been regarded as
possessions, to be disciplined in whatever
way a man chooses. More than 60% of
women in the Pacific have experienced
violence at the hands of a man.
With 98% of people in the Pacific
identifying as Christian, the Church has a

powerful voice and significant influence
to lead. It’s begun to speak for the rights
of women and girls, and to encourage
men and boys to understand the way that
gender justice sets people everywhere free
to live life to the full.

“...the gospel is relevant for
every aspect of life. Jesus is
a very practical saviour for
humanity, a man of justice and
compassion.”
“The work we do is critical and allows
me to help all different groups of people
–clergy, administrators, congregations
and children– to understand how equality
between men and women is part of the
Biblical story,” Pastor Dorothy says. “We
work together to make practical changes
like stopping family violence and giving
women opportunities to lead in our

homes, families, churches, communities
and nation.”
The Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu is
actively evangelistic, and has oversight
of schools and colleges, as well as a
theological college to equip its ministers.
Like many Pacific nations, Vanuatu is
constantly threatened by natural disasters
and their impacts on people’s livelihoods
and the wider economy. Alongside the
gender justice work, the Presbyterian
Church also educates people about the
need to be prepared for and actively work
against climate-related disasters.
“As a church we draw inspiration from
John 10:10 where Jesus says“I have
come that you may have life, and life
in abundance,” says Pastor Dorothy.
“That means the gospel is relevant
for every aspect of life. Jesus is a very
practical saviour for humanity, a man of
justice and compassion.”

Celebrate with

the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu
400 CONGREGATIONS / 78,000 MEMBERS

Equipping

Health & Education
The church is concentrating on reaching remote areas of the
islands to share God’s love, as well as preparing young people
for the future and helping disaster-proof the country. They have
oversight of three secondary schools and three rural vocational
training centres.

They are also part of the Vanuatu Council of Churches.
UnitingWorld supports them in their work for gender equality,
training leaders to challenge theological understandings
traditionally used to oppress women and legitimate violence;
and also in equipping advocates against violence and
supporting survivors of abuse.

UNITINGWORLD

Pray for their Challenges
1. Leadership
Pray for Assembly Clerk Pastor Allen
Nafuki, Secretary of Mission Pastor
Roy Yosif and Finance Secretary Elder
Meto Nganga. Pray for courage and
vision in their leadership as they
collaborate ecumenically with other
churches.

3. Women and children
Pray for the women and men who are leading the
church and community in changing the plight of women.
Elder Cindy Vanuaroro leads the Presbyterian Women’s
Mission Union, Elder Martha Yamsiu Kaluatman leads
the gender advocacy and Pastor Nippy Aiong, Christian
Education Director, leads the theological teaching of
gender equality.

2. Resilience
As throughout the Pacific, Vanuatu
is extremely vulnerable to climaterelated disasters. COVID-19 has
decimated tourism and the
cyclone season every
year destroys lives and
livelihoods. Pray for the
disaster preparation
work that is being
led by the church,
and that Australia
and other wealthy
countries will take
more decisive action
on climate change.

Photo: The Church is showing people
how strong society can be when
women and girls play an equal role.

Action for
the day
Decide to wear black on Thursdays. Join the World Council of
Churches “Thursdays in Black” Campaign to show your support
for a world without violence against women. Read more here:
www.unitingworld.org.au/uniting-against-violence

Give a gift to support the work of our partner churches at www.sevendaysofsolidarity.com.au
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We are all
part of one body
The Methodist Church of Sri Lanka

When Rev Gnanarajah discovered that his only son was deaf, he immediately
began to reflect on how his faith called him to respond.
Tens of thousands of people
in Sri Lanka live with an
ongoing disability, many as
a result of the protracted
civil conflict, during which
100,000 civilians died. In a culture where
misfortune is often associated with
personal sin and punishment by the gods,
people with disability are far more likely
to be isolated from their communities and
struggle with poverty.
Among its many ministries, Rev
Gnanarajah is helping the Methodist
Church of Sri Lanka take action.

“Nineteen years ago the church gave me
the freedom, on their behalf, to begin
an experimental ministry with people
who were deaf,” Gnanarajah explains.
“We became known as Deaflink, and the
church has since supported me full time
and helped me to complete my studies in
inclusion and disability of all kinds.”

Originally concentrating on the north
around Jaffna and other areas decimated
by Sri Lanka’s long and brutal civil war,
the work of the church has expanded to
include other places held back by poverty
on the east coast.

“I believe that through our ministry the
grace of God is made known,” he says.
“Jesus was asked of the blind man – who
sinned, the boy or his parents? His answer
shows that disability isn’t about sin or
blame. Instead, it gives us the chance to
show God’s love. We belong to each other
– Paul in Corinthians has always inspired
me to see all people as members of the
one body, with something vital
to contribute.”
The Methodist Church of Sri Lanka is
a true testament to unity, with about
45% Tamil and 55% Sinhalese members.
It concentrates on training new
ministers and planting vibrant Christian
communities throughout the country, and

is responsible for schools, preschools,
hospitals and health clinics. The disability
work funded partly by UnitingWorld
supporters is a central part of the mission
of the church.

“You are our brothers and sisters,”
Rev Gnana says. “I always tell people of
the funding you provide – this money
comes not from wealthy people overseas,
but from ordinary Christian families like
ours. It is wonderful to us that you are
keen to support and love people with
disability from so far away.”

Celebrate with

the Methodist Church of Sri Lanka
155 CONGREGATIONS / 32,000 MEMBERS

Health & Education
The church oversees 37 preschools, 15 day-care centres, 22 children’s homes
and 25 nutrition feeding centres. It also has six homes for the elderly, a ministry
for the deaf, a hospital and a few clinics, several vocational training projects,
two farms and three refugee camps. The Wesley Press, the first printing press in
Sri Lanka, is involved in publishing and runs a bookshop.

UNITINGWORLD

Equipping
UnitingWorld supports the church in
inclusive education, vocational training
and employment opportunities for
people with disabilities, as well as
raising awareness for inclusion
and empowerment.

Pray for
their Challenges
1. Peace and reconciliation
Pray for the people of Sri Lanka as they continue to recover from
conflict that saw 100,000 civilians and 50,000 fighters killed, with
many left wounded, disabled or displaced from their homes. Postwar policies have not always supported harmony between the ethnic
groups. More recently, radical Islamists caused havoc with the Easter
Sunday bombing, though the majority Muslim community remains
peace-loving.

2. Leadership
Pray for President Rev Ebenezer Joseph and his team, leading in a
time when a generation of leaders and educated people have fled the
country. Tourism that was helping to revitalise the economy has died
and COVID-19 has left hundreds of thousands without an income.

3. DISABILITY INCLUSION
Pray for Deaflink, Rev Gnanarajah and those living with disability.
There are about 1.62 million people with disabilities and they continue
to be among the most poor in their communities.

Photo: The Methodist Church of
Sri Lanka works extensively with
people with disabilities so that
their presence and skills enrich the
whole community.

Action for
the day
Think about your home and your
church property – how welcome
do you think people with
disability feel in your community?
Are there access ramps or
strategies to help vision and
hearing impaired people?
Can you suggest changes that
could be made?

Give a gift to support the work of our partner churches at www.sevendaysofsolidarity.com.au
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Stand FirM
The Presbyterian Church of South Sudan

Rev Santino hasn’t always been the man of faith that he is today. Like many of
his fellow South Sudanese, he went to church with his family as a child, but says
he never really believed that Jesus or the Bible could be truly transformative.
“I admired justice, integrity
and truth very much in
some of the political
leaders of the time. I truly
wanted to follow them.”
Santino says. “Then when I read the
words of John 5:43-44, in which Jesus
speaks of accepting the authority of
others rather than seeking the glory
of God, I felt as though someone was
talking to me directly. That is when my
faith changed.”

studies to prepare the ministers as well as
equipping leaders to work toward peace.”

Rev Santino is now the Principal of the
Nile Theological College in Juba, which
is currently training 101 students for
leadership and pastoral life. He’s part of
the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan,
a one million member organisation in
a country which looks to its Christian
leaders for hope, stability and guidance
toward peace.

“We do theological studies to prepare the ministers as well
as equipping leaders to work toward peace.”

“We are currently training both men
and women to help extend God’s
kingdom in South Sudan and beyond,”
Rev Santino says. “We do theological

Hundreds of thousands of people died
in the conflict that led to South Sudan’s
independence in 2011, and many more
continue to be displaced, wounded and
killed in ongoing tribal fighting. South
Sudan relies on water, food and fuel from
beyond its own borders and its economy
has been unable to gain traction due to
COVID-19 plus drought, a locust plague
and flooding.

In this context, it’s Christians who are on
the front line distributing food, water and
providing support to desperate people
in refugee camps. The church is also
playing a central role in the Government
Peace Process, and Christian women
take to the streets every week in planned
demonstrations to show their support for
reconciliation and peacemaking.

“We must stay hopeful,” Rev Santino
says. “I am always so encouraged in my

work by the words of the Apostle Paul in
1 Corinthians 15:58: “Therefore, my dear
brothers and sisters, stand firm.
Let nothing move you. Always give
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labor in the
Lord is not in vain.”

Celebrate with

the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan
150 CONGREGATIONS / 1M MEMBERS

Health & Education
The church is spread throughout the country, which is still very divided.
It supports the life of new congregations and runs schools and clinics in refugee
camps, assists people to grow food and runs projects to support clean water and
education. The Presbyterians are part of the South Sudan Council of Churches
and play an active role in government peacemaking, as well as training leaders in
negotiation and reconciliation.

UNITINGWORLD

Equipping
UnitingWorld helps fund workshops
and training for peacemakers in the
community, and supports the work of the
Nile Theological College. Peacemakers
also teach communities about child
protection and gender equality.

Pray for their
Challenges
1. Peace and reconciliation
Until 2011, South Sudan was part of Sudan,
which is now a separate independent nation.
The young country is still deeply divided with
armed militia aligned with different political
leaders and traditional tribal groups struggling
for control over land and the means to
produce food.
Pray for wisdom and grace for political leaders,
and peace among the people.

2. Wellbeing
Sudan Sudan ranks #185 on the United
Nations Index of Human Development.
Almost 80% of people rely on
animal husbandry and farming
for their livelihoods, and natural
disaster as well as COVID-19 has
decimated this economy. The
UN estimates that 75% of the
population is constantly hungry.
Pray for the churches and NGOs
that are working in dangerous
places to provide essential
supplies and livelihood options
for people.

3. Leadership
People find it hard to trust
their politicians and leaders,
who struggle to bring the
unity that will enable South
Sudan to move forward.
These political divisions
affect church leadership too.
Pray for Moderator Rev James
Makeui Choul and the new
leadership team.

Photo: Leaders like Rev Tut are
helping bring the hope of peace
to the young nation.

Action for
the day

Write a short note of encouragement to our South Sudanese
brothers and sisters and email it to us to pass on to our partners at
info@unitingworld.org.au

Give a gift to support the work of our partner churches at www.sevendaysofsolidarity.com.au
SEVEN DAYS OF SOLIDARITY / 15

Seven Days of Solidarity is your chance to learn more
about the work of God’s people around the world, and to
play your part in action, prayer and giving.
Please visit www.sevendaysofsolidarity.com.au to
watch our videos and learn more. Make a gift to stand in
solidarity with our global neighbours and our shared work
in building God’s kingdom.

UnitingWorld is the international aid and partnerships agency of the
Uniting Church in Australia (UCA). We connect the people of the UCA in missional
collaboration with churches overseas to address the causes and consequences of
poverty, violence and injustice.

